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IX. Disassembly and Assembly of the Bolt, Bolt Carrier, and Charging
Handle

1. Gas Rings 8. Ejector Pin 15. Charging Handle Latch Spring
2. Extractor 9. Bolt 16. Firing Pin Retaining Pin

3. Extractor Spring Insert 10. Carrier Key Screws 17. Firing Pin

4. Extractor Spring 11. Carrier Key 18. Cam Pin

5. Extractor Pin 12. Bolt Carrier 19. Charging Handle

6. Ejector Spring 13. Charging Handle Latch

7. Ejector 14. Charging Handle Latch Pin
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B. Stoppages, Possible Causes, and Remedy (Continued)

Stoppage

Possible Cause

Remedy

Failure to eject

Ejector stuck

Weak ejector spring

Broken ejector

Verify ejector moves freely in and
out

Replace spring

Replace ejector

Failure to close

Bolt cam pin missing

Loose or damaged carrier gas
key

Extractor

Bent gas tube

Recoil spring weak

Replace

Replace or repair carrier gas key

Verify extractor is assembled correctly.
Extractor spring has a flared end that
secures the spring to the bottom of
spring hole cut in extractor. Properly
seat spring in extractor.

Adjust by bending in area of hand guard
or replace tube

Recoil spring minimum free length is
113/4”
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D. Inspection Checklist

COLT AR - 15 Style Self-loading Rifle

Weapon Serial No.

OVERALL APPEARANCE
Clean, no cracks, gouges, or deep scratches

FIELD STRIP

1. SEPARATE UPPER AND LOWER RECEIVER BY PIVOTING UPPER RECEIVER DOWNWARD
AFTER PUSHING OUT THE TAKE-DOWN PIN

Bolt carrier, bolt, bolt cam pin, firing pin retaining pin

Charging handle, upper and lower hand guards, buffer, buffer spring

2. INSPECT BUTTSTOCK, PISTOL GRIP
For cracks or looseness, check gap between lower receiver and buttstock,
Buttplate hinge, sling swivel, trigger guard, trigger guard plunger and spring

3. INSPECT HANDGUARDS
For cracks, missing tabs, tight liner

4. CHECK BUFFER
For cracks, spring rust (11 % to 13 %2 in.), free movement of weights inside buffer

5. BOLT

Check three gas rings for wear or breaks: carbon buildup, cracked or missing locking lugs
Check extractor underneath for buildup, check hook

Check spring tension on extractor and ejector, bolt face down

6. FIRING PIN
Carbon buildup, cracks, tip and collar for burrs, protrusion - .028 - .035 inches

7. CHARGING HANDLE
Straightness — spring tension

8. GAS TUBE
Carbon buildup, straightness, check pin, cracks, deformities, eccentric wear

9. FORWARD ASSIST ASSEMBLY
Operates freely and does not bind

10. EJECTION PORT ASSEMBLY
Cover spring, cover pin, retaining ring

11. INSPECT BARREL AND CHAMBER
Loose compensator and alignment, bulges, cracks, feed ramp

REASSEMBLE

1. TAKEDOWN PIN
Should lock into place
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